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Property and/or Freedom: Inequality in Modern Republics 

 

UCLA 

CLUSTER 21 CW: History of Modern Thought 

2018 Spring Seminar 

 

 

Kye Barker kyebarker@ucla.edu  

Classroom: Public Affairs 2278  Office: Bunche 3360 

Class time: Tuesday, 3pm-5:50pm Office Hours: Monday, noon-2pm 

 

The idea of a republic has shaped the course of modernity. From the ancient roots in the Roman 

Republic to the modern manifestations in the American, French, and Haitian Revolutions, as well 

as the American Civil War, the notion of a people governing itself has shaken tradition and laid 

the foundations of modern authority. Yet, after the formation of a republic, what is to be done with 

property rights? Are those with disproportionate social and economic power to keep their unequal 

status? Can republics exist without private property? Finally, how shall modern republics grapple 

with the legacy of slavery? This seminar will examine thinkers and movements which engaged 

with these problems. The readings will range from writings on the ancient Roman republic to the 

revolutions of the 18th and 19th centuries, starting with the American Revolution and ending with 

the Paris Commune. Included in this will be authors and movements of the political left not 

generally treated within the republican tradition, but which were deeply concerned with and 

affected by the social and economic problems faced by republics. The point of this seminar will 

not be to show that ‘all roads lead to Rome,’ but rather to show how people have responded in 

differing contexts to tensions which recur in supposedly republican conditions. Some of these 

tensions include: the presence of domination in republics, the dynamics of class, the persistence of 

inequality, and the difficulties of maintaining the material foundation of freedom. Finally, the 

trajectory of this course will be framed within the strain of discourse in contemporary political 

philosophy called neo-republicanism. Students will be expected to participate in the discussion for 

each week, give one short presentation, and write an independently researched seminar paper. 

Required Texts 

• W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America 1860-1880 (Free Press, 1997) ISBN: 

0684856573 

• Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution 1863-1877 (Harper, 2014) 

ISBN: 0062354515 

• Alex Gourevitch, From Slavery to the Cooperative Commonwealth: Labor and Republican 

Liberty in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge University Press, 2014) ISBN: 1107663652 

• C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins (Vintage Books, 1989) ISBN: 9780679724674 

• Livy, The Early History of Rome (Penguin Books, 2002) ISBN: 9780140448092 

• Abraham Lincoln, Political Writings and Speeches, ed. Terrance Ball (Cambridge University 

Press, 2012) ISBN: 0521722268 

• Niccolò Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy (University of Chicago Press, 1996) ISBN: 

0226500365 

• Karl Marx, Later Political Writings (Cambridge University Press, 1996) ISBN: 0521367395 
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• Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, (Oxford University Press, 

2009) ISBN: 9780199555420 

The rest of the readings will be available through CCLE 

Course Overview and Reading Assignments 

Part I: Republics, Property, and Unequal Freedom 

Week 1. Contemporary Republicanism and its Discontents 

a. Philip Pettit, On the People’s Terms: A Republican Theory and Model of Democracy, 

“Introduction. The republic, old and new,” 1-25 (CCLE) 

b. Quentin Skinner, “Machiavelli on virtù and the maintenance of liberty,” in Visions of 

Politics, Volume II: Renaissance Virtues, 160-185 (CCLE) 

c. Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition, “The Public and the Private Realm,” 22-67 

(CCLE) 

d. John McCormick, “Machiavelli Against Republicanism: On the Cambridge School’s 

‘Guicciardinian Moments’”, in Political Theory, Vol. 31, No 5., pgs 615-643 (CCLE) 

Week 2. Roman Republicanism: Conflict of the Orders and Agrarian Laws 

a. Livy, The Early History of Rome, 107-159 (Book II. 1-41), 193-194 (Book III.1), & 

230-269 (Book III.30-61) 

b. Plutarch, Parallel Lives, Tiberius and Caius Gracchus (CCLE) 

Week 3. Modern Republicanism: Machiavelli 

a. Niccolò Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, Book I. Preface, Chapters 1-10, 16-20, 24-

29, 33-37, 40, 55, & 57-58; Book III. 1 & 3 

b. Niccolò Machiavelli, The History of Florence, Book III. 1-18 (CCLE) 

c. James Harrington, The Commonwealth of Oceana, pgs. 8-16 and 100-114 (CCLE) 

Week 4. American Republicanism I: Life, Liberty, and Property 

a. Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution (CCLE) 

b. Madison, Federalist 10, 39, & 63 (CCLE) 

c. Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, Queries XIV and XIX (CCLE) 

d. John Adams letter to Mercy Warren, April 16, 1776 (CCLE) 

e. Abigail Adams letter to John Adams, March 31, 1776 (CCLE) 

f. Suggested Readings: J.G.A. Pocock, The Machiavellian Moment, Chapter XV: The 

Americanization of Virtue; & Gordon Wood, The Creation of the American Republic, 

Chapter 2: Republicanism 

Week 5. French Republicanism I: Revolution 

a. Declaration of the Rights of Man, 1789/1791, 1793, & 1795 (CCLE) 

b. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse on Inequality, all (pgs. 21-85)  

c. Gracchus Babeuf (Sylvain Marechal), Manifesto of the Equals (CCLE) 

d. Thomas Paine, Agrarian Justice (CCLE) 

e. Suggested Reading: Olympe de Gouges, Declaration of the Rights of Woman and of 

the Female Citizen (CCLE) 

Part II: Republics, Abolition, and Equal Freedom 

Week 6. French Republicanism II: Haiti and the Fate of the Revolution 

a. C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins, Chapter III-VI 

b. Suggested reading: C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins, all, especially Chapter XIII 
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***Email Final Paper question and hypothesis to Kye before class*** 

 

Week 7. French Republicanism III: The Social Question and 1848 

a. Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Solution of the Social Problem (selections) and “Address to 

the Constituent National Assembly,” in Property is Theft! (CCLE) 

b. Karl Marx, Later Political Writings, “The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte” 

(all) 

c. Suggested reading: Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto 

Week 8. American Republicanism II: The Republican Party 

a. Abraham Lincoln, Political Writings and Speeches (ed. Ball), 22-35, 92-110, 167-169 

191-192, 201-202, 210-218, 224, 228-230, 235-240 

b. W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America, Chapters I-III 

c. Suggested reading: Melvin Rogers, “Race, Domination, and Republicanism” (CCLE) 

and Seneca Falls Convention, Declaration of Sentiments (CCLE) 

 

*** Tentative Thesis, Outline, and Annotated Bibliography due in hard copy to Kye in class*** 

 

Week 9. American Republicanism III: Reconstruction and Backlash 

a. Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, “The Meaning of 

Freedom,” “Ambiguities of Free Labor,” and “The Making of Radical 

Reconstruction” 

b. W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America, Chapters XIV & XVI 

Week 10. Two Paths to Equal Freedom: The Social Republic and the Cooperative 

Commonwealth 

a. Karl Marx, Later Political Writings, “The Civil War in France” (all) 

b. Alex Gourevitch, From Slavery to the Cooperative Commonwealth, Chapters 4 & 5 

*** Rough Draft due by email to Kye by Thursday at 5pm*** 

Finals Week. 

*** Final Draft due in hard copy under office door and digitally submitted to turnitin on Friday 

of Finals Week by 5pm*** 

Seminar Expectation and Goals 

 

Simply put, the primary goal of this seminar will be to attempt to understand the assigned 

readings. Each class will be devoted to trying to make sense of them and how they were written 

as responses to immediate crises in the world. It will be absolutely essential that you complete all 

the week’s readings before class. Since this is not a lecture course, the burden of guiding the 

discussions will largely fall on you, and on those giving the weekly presentations. Additionally, 

and this is crucial, it will be paramount that you treat other participants in discussions with 

respect. We will be dealing with many controversial themes and texts. You will be encouraged to 

take a reasoned position on these texts beyond merely having an opinion. Besides these general 

expectations, there are a few goals that I have for the quarter: 
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1. Students will learn how to gauge the relationship between ideas and the contexts from 

which they arose by studying key authors and critics of the republican tradition of 

political thought. Ideas do not form in a vacuum, but are shaped by the pressures and 

problems of the social and political landscape from which they arise. This is a fact that 

was often in the background in the first two quarters of the cluster, but it will be in the 

forefront for this seminar. The authors that we read were engaged intellectuals, 

responding to events that shook the world. Analyzing ideas in this contextual manner will 

help us understand why they mattered and why they still matter. 

2. Students will learn the key debates within the republican tradition while also gaining 

proficiency in understanding criticisms of that tradition. This will be done with particular 

attention to the intertwined themes of freedom, inequality, and property. Additionally, 

students will be able to place those debates within the broader tradition of modern 

Western thought. As we have been trying to emphasize throughout the year, the history of 

western thought is an ongoing dialogue. The authors in this seminar were, all in their own 

way, engaged in that dialogue. By studying their works, we join this dialogue as well. 

3. Students will learn strategies for using philosophical approaches for analyzing 

contemporary social, cultural, and political trends. This seminar is aimed to give you a set 

of tools, not a set of books.  

4. Students will develop the skills necessary to independently research and write a 12-15 

page research paper. 

 

Assignments and Grades 

Attendance and Participation: 15% of Final Grade 

Students will be expected to have read the assigned material in advance, bring every assigned 

reading to class, and to actively participate in the discussions. I understand that it can sometimes 

be intimidating to speak in public, so, as preparation, you will be required to prepare at least two 

questions or quotations to discuss in advance. I expect everyone to speak at least three times a 

class. If the idea of this terrifies you, please come talk to me during office hours. 

Weekly Responses on CCLE: 15% of Final Grade 

Each week you will submit a short response (around 250 words to a page) to one of the questions 

which the weekly presenter has posted on the class website. This response is to be posted by 

Tuesday at noon, prior to class, on the course website. These responses should clearly 

articulate a position, which cites texts from the week for support. Take these posts seriously as 

writing and thinking exercises: when grading, I will be looking for thoughtfulness, careful 

reflection on the reading, and clear analysis. **You will not be responsible for responses on the 

first week, the week of your presentation, and one additional week of your choosing. ** 

Presentation: 20% of Final Grade 

Each student will be responsible for giving one roughly 15 minute presentation at the beginning 

of a class meeting. These presentations will set the tone and topic of our meetings. Generally, 

these presentations will begin by summarizing the texts in a manner that pays attention to how 

the works fit into the general trajectory of the course. If there are multiple readings for the week 
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the presentation should also describe and explain points of commonality or difference. Once the 

texts have been introduced, the presentation should turn to contributing a set of 2-5 well-

developed questions for class discussion, as well as proposing tentative answers to those 

questions. These questions should be open to debate and should be posted on CCLE by 5pm on 

the Friday before our class meeting (5% of final grade). I will cover the presentation and 

questions for the first week, and the rest of the weeks will be assigned on the first meeting. 

Research Paper: 50% of Final Grade 

12-15 page research paper. The topic will be largely up to you, but I strongly encourage you to 

talk to me about choosing a topic as soon as possible. The full assignment description will be 

distributed in the fourth week. A tentative research question and hypothesis will be due by email 

before class in week 6. A preliminary annotated reading list, thesis, and outline will be due as a 

hard copy in class in week 8. An 8-10 page rough draft will be due by email to me by Thursday 

of week 10. A final draft will be due as a hard copy to my mailbox and digitally submitted to 

turnitin by 5pm on Friday of finals week. The three preliminary components will each be worth 

5% of the course grade and the final draft of the paper will be worth 35%. 

 

Additional Information and Campus Resources 

Availability: The best way to contact me is by email. I will return your emails as soon as 

possible, but if I have not responded within 24 hours, please contact me again. I usually only 

respond to emails during normal work hours, so it will take longer for me to respond to you if 

you write me during the evening or weekend. If you have a question that you expect will take a 

few paragraphs or more to answer, the best time to ask it will be during my office hours. I am 

always available to talk during office hours on a first come, first served basis. Students may also 

make appointments to meet one-on-one via email, although I cannot guarantee that I will always 

be available. If you are struggling with the readings, assignments, or with lecture, please come 

talk to me. 

 

Electronic Devices: These will not be allowed in class, unless you have special permission. 

Your cell phones should be turned off and out of sight. Bring hard copies of all the readings to 

class as well as your handwritten notes. 

 

Embedded Inquiry Specialist: If you have something to talk about that you’d rather discuss 

with a fellow undergraduate, specifically one who has already taken this course, please feel free 

to contact our Embedded Inquiry Specialist, Erin Severson (severson_erinelma@yahoo.com). 

Her office hours are TBD. 

 

Library Liaison: For help navigating library resources for this and other classes, contact Joanna 

Chen Cham (joannacham@library.ucla.edu). Please take advantage of Joanna’s help! It will help 

you for this class and the rest of your time at UCLA. 

 

Accommodations for Students: If you wish to request an accommodation due to a disability, 

please contact the Center for Accessible Education (formerly called the Office for Students with 

mailto:severson_erinelma@yahoo.com
mailto:joannacham@library.ucla.edu
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Disabilities) as soon as possible at A255 Murphy Hall, (310) 825-1501 / TDD: (310) 206-6083. 

Website: http://www.cae.ucla.edu/ 

 

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is taken seriously at UCLA and by me. The Dean of 

Students Office is charged with responding when students are accused of committing a violation 

of policy, which includes cheating, plagiarism, multiple submissions, and facilitating academic 

dishonesty. These violations can result in failing the assignment or even the course. If you are 

unsure if something goes against University policy, contact me. 

http://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Portals/16/Documents/Syllabus.pdf  

 

The Undergraduate Writing Center offers UCLA undergraduates one-on-one sessions on their 

writing. The Center is staffed by writing consultants who are trained to help at any stage in the 

writing process and with writing assignments from across the curriculum. PLFs tailor 

appointments to the concerns of each writer. To schedule an appointment, visit 

http://www.wp.ucla.edu.  UCLA’s Student Writing Center is located in A61 Humanities. 

Telephone: 310-206-1320. Email: wcenter@ucla.edu.  Hours: M thru Th, 10am-6pm; Fri, 10am-

3pm; Rieber 115: Sun-Th, 7-9PM & Powell 238: Sun-Th, 6-9PM. 

http://www.cae.ucla.edu/
http://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Portals/16/Documents/Syllabus.pdf
http://www.wp.ucla.edu/
mailto:wcenter@ucla.edu

